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B ull eti n 
YOUR PRIM ARY VOICE ON LAKE ISSUES 

With a mission to identify issues affecting our members and pursue 
resolution with the responsible organizations 

Presidents Corner 
Well , here we are at the end of another boating season.  The 

Hydrill a was tough this year.  There were lots of revisits by the contractors 
required to get and keep the Hydrill a under control.  If you didn’ t get tax 
money treatment or have a private contract you probably had trouble using 
your boat or letting the kids swim.  You notice I use the term “ tax money 
treatment” not “public treatment” .  That’s where the money comes from 
folks; it does not fall from some “public” money basket in the sky.  

 

The subject came up at last week’s Lake Gaston Weed Control 
Council meeting and the best guess was that funds for weed control would 
be less for next year than we had this year.  The counties are short on 
money, the states are running deficits and the federal government is trying 
to sell China bonds in order to have money to bailout just about anybody 
that has their hand in the air.  Less money means fewer acres treated.  
Right now there are 35 different sites that are treated on a rotating basis.  
Each site gets hit every three to four years. If you want your cove to be 
treated more often please send a letter to the LGWCC stating why and 
include a li st of the coves that should be treated less often.  That will make 
it easier for the LGWCC to cut someone else.  JUST KIDDING!  The 
LGWCC does its best to keep the treatment cycle fair.  It is frustrating to 
everyone that we are not getting any closer to bringing Hydrill a under 
control.   

 

Each sub-division needs to have a contract for Hydrill a treatment 
every year.  There are three major private contractors in the area.  Ask all 
three for a bid.  The names and phone numbers are on the LGWCC web 
site www.lgwcc.org .  Something to keep in mind, the location and acreage 
of all treatment each year is important to the development of a long term 
Hydrill a control program.  As of November only Professional Lake 
Management Company has cooperated with the LGA on collecting this 
information.  Make sure the company you go with knows you want them to 
share this information.  Better yet make it a part of the contract.    

 

There was a littl e dust-up in one of the counties about rental 
houses.  The question boils down to what kind of commercial enterprise is 
allowed in an R1 zoned area.  What would you li ke next door to your 
house?  A motel?  A B&B?  A family renting the house for a year?  Fifteen 
college kids and five kegs of beer for the weekend?  The county in question 
supported the home owners that complained, rightly so.  What does your 
county allow?  What side would you li ke us to be on? 

 
                                                                                                        John  
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Re-energize Your Community/Neighborhood Watch Programs 
We recently determined to find some methods to help neighborhoods re-energize their local watch programs.  Several 

organizations and persons helpful in the Community/Neighborhood Watch Programs previously were asked to support us and we 
were honored to have guests Mr. Al Hartley, Warren County Sheriff Johnny Willi ams, Northampton County Sheriff Wardie 
Vincent and Northampton County Off icer Brenda Burnette at our most recent Public Safety Committee meeting. 

 
The kick off “ thought” which is on many minds is that with a bad economy, there is a high probabilit y that theft/burglary 

will be on the rise.  Our objective was to determine how to reduce the opportunity to be a target of crime.  Among the points made 
by our learned guests were: 

1.    Don’ t wait until after the fact to get reorganized.  Be pro-active and really watch out for your neighbors now and not as a 
reaction. 

2.    Pay attention to cars and trucks in your neighborhood and be suspicious of those that are unfamili ar, and where those 
vehicles are seen.  If the location is not a full ti me resident, then either call the owner to check or call the sheriff . 

3.    There is a need in every neighborhood for a proponent of neighborhood watch; despite what may be the normal concept, a 
nosy neighbor may be a very good neighbor. 

4.    Decide what can work in your neighborhood with your neighbors; even the appearance of vigilance can be very useful in 
discouraging a potential burglar looking for an easy target. 

5.    Don’ t make it easy – lock your doors and put things away that thieves may want on docks or around sheds.  Have the 
home look occupied.   

6.    Use the county crime stopper numbers – calls are anonymous, and lines operate 24 hours a day.  If you see suspicious 
vehicles or persons, make the call and provide your observations – it may not make any difference immediately or it may 
solve a crime.  The CrimeStopper numbers are:  Brunswick – (434) 848-2336 or 1-866-884-5732; Hali fax – (252) 583-
4444; Mecklenburg – 1-877-676-8477;    Northampton – (252) 534-1110; and Warren (252) 257-1356. 
 
Pete Deschenes provided an update for the activity being pursued in the NC General Assembly for the introduction of 

legislation for boater safety training.  There was a 2 hour meeting of the Joint Select Committee on Mandatory Boater Education, 
appointed by the Senate Majority Leader Basnight and Speaker Hackney (Pete was appointed by Sen. Basnight), and co-chaired by 
Rep. Michael Wray and Senator Ed Jones on November 12, with participation from the National Transportation Safety Board, the 
National Association of Safe Boating Legislation Administrators, the Lake Norman Marine Commission, the NC Wildli fe 
Resources Commission and others as appointed.  The next session is open to the public and scheduled  for the morning of 
December 3.   

The next meeting of the LGA Public Safety Committee will be held on December 12 at 8:30 a.m. at the Eaton Ferry 
Grocery and Grill on Hwy 903 south of the lake. 

News From the Environment Committee 
Bill Lindenmuth and Vernon Wilson (Environment Committee chair) attended a training session held by Dominion Power, 

the 2008 Emergency Action Plan for Roanoke Rapids and Gaston Dams.  This education session is to update contact list and flow 
charts with correct names and phone numbers. They represented the LGA to ensure we were prepared to implement the LGAlert 
process if the need arises.  

The Lake Gaston Weed Control Council (LGWCC) held a meeting on November 12. The council voted and approved to 
send out a Request for Proposal for the 2009 herbicide application. The applicator contract will be awarded in early 2009. SeaPro 
also presented a proposal on taking on a turnkey operation for lake management for Lake Gaston. In summary, it would involve 
providing the herbicide chemicals, hiring the herbicide applicators, accomplishing the planning (in conjunction with TAG) for the 
treatment in 2009 and conducting the annual aquatic weed surveys via Re-Metrix (a subsidiary of SeaPro), in addition to preparing 
and presenting an annual report to LGWCC. The council approved a motion to get more detailed information from SeaPro Inc. on 
accomplishing lake management.   

Bill Lindenmuth from the Environment Committee continues to attend monthly teleconference calls with the USCOE on 
Roanoke River Basin Rivers and associated impoundments, in addition to the North Carolina lakes and rivers.  

The majority of Lake Gaston has been manually surveyed for aquatic weeds as of this time. A very special thanks to all the 
LEMS volunteers, Bruce Johnson and LGA volunteers for taking the time and effort to gather the required data for NC State 
University to accomplish the mapping of our lake aquatic weed growth. At this time only a few creeks and coves remain to be 
surveyed west of Eaton’s Ferry.  

Monthly meetings are held the third Wednesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. at the Eaton’s Ferry Grocery and Grill on Hwy 
903 south of the lake. 
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Marketing Committee is Off and Running 
As this issue of the LGA Bulletin went to press, Marketing was preparing for the Lake Gaston Chili Cook-Off and Boat 

Parade on November 22nd.  The LGA was entering the Chili Cook-Off with ‘ Iron Chef’ David Duxbury.  We provided an LGA 
information booth all day and then we will have capped off the day with an entry in the Boat Parade with ‘Pirate Captain’ and boat 
owner, Jack Saunders.  He had promised plenty of hot rum for the crew on what was expected to be a relatively cool night.   

Marketing is moving forward with establishing a Business Brochure with a view to increasing the number of businesses 
that are members of the Lake Gaston Association. LGA volunteer, Sherman Merchant, the ‘silver-tongued sales king’ is busy 
heading up this project.   

We are actively pursuing getting more Realtor’s to provide Complimentary General Memberships to new property owners 
in the lake area.  This is headed up by ‘what did I get myself into’ Linda Hedgepeth, LGA director, Northampton County.   

In the next couple of weeks we are planning to complete a revision of our Lake Gaston Association Brochure. Both 
brochures are a team effort between the Marketing and Membership committees with input from the Executive Director.  

We plan on being very busy promoting the LGA and our great lake area.  Marketing meets on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month at 8:30 a.m. at the Eaton Ferry Grocery and Grill on Route 903.  Everyone is welcome. Inputs at the meeting or by email: 
Marketing@LakeGastonAssoc.com, are always appreciated. 

From the Desk of the Executive Director … 
I’m always busy at this time of year but this year is exceptionally busy. It’s not only renewal time but we are also getting 

responses to our solicitation for new members via county property tax listings. I handle the mechanics of making these projects 
happen. Although we outsource our membership database, I manage the database and pull the statistics, and know how many 
members need to be sent renewal notices. I work with David Duxbury our Membership chair to prepare the renewal letter message 
to you, and thank goodness for Word Mail Merge. A few point and clicks and I produced one document containing 954 
personalized 2009 renewal notices that I emailed to C-Line Graphics along with a label document containing maili ng addresses for 
each member. Just imagine the task without the computer and email ! 

Before the renewals went out towards the end of October, we had just completed our solicitation for new members via 
county lake property tax listings. We started in June with Hali fax and Northampton Counties, and then the LGA board voted to 
proceed with Brunswick, Mecklenburg, and Warren counties. Besides paring the lists down by removing multiple properties 
owned by the same person, we went through and pulled property owners who were already LGA members. However, a few LGA 
members did get solicited in error but they used the application form to renew for 2009. And, again, thank goodness for 
computers, a few point and clicks and the individual label documents were produced and emailed for printing at C-Line Graphics. 
The solicitation maili ng was completed by mid October. 

And responses have been coming in daily for both renewals and tax listing solicitation, and welcome packages have been 
mailed out to our new members. We also had a number of members who we welcomed back. A huge Thank you! to all our 
members who have renewed for 2009.  

I have a message for our members who live in Ferncli ff , Laura Woods and West Winds … you were not sent renewal 
notices because your 2009 membership dues will be coming to us direct from your HOA treasurer. 

We do have new news on your dues payment options – you can now pay on-line electronically if you would like. More 
details in a separate article.  
Please remember to include us when you have a change of email address. You can use the join / renew form on our website to send 
us information changes, or email us Memrec@LakeGastonAssoc.com .  

 

                                                                                                                            Moria 

Online Electronic Payment Now an Option 
If you would prefer to pay your 2009 dues electronically that is now an option for you on our website. Click on the 

following link which will t ake you to our JOIN / RENEW form which has been modified to handle electronic payments 
www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/JoinForm.htm . Complete the form – you will have the opportunity to indicate what 
method of payment you will use. Then click on ‘Make Payment and/or Submit Info.’ If you chose Credit Card, you will next be 
asked the necessary credit card information.  

As we are using PayPal’s system to process electronic payment via credit cards, you could choose the option to pay from 
your PayPal account if you have one. PayPal will send you a copy of your electronic payment for your records, LGA will also 
receive a copy so we know payment has been received, and our website will send us a copy of the information you put in the JOIN 
/ RENEW form so we can update your membership database record.  
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Roanoke-Wildwood Volunteer Fire Department Needs Volunteers 
Volunteer organizations are an important part of our community and contribute greatly to the quality of li fe, enjoyment 

and safety of our lake area residents.  The Roanoke-Wildwood Volunteer Fire Department (RWVFD) is certainly one of the most 
important of these organizations.  RWVFD provides fire protection for much of the north shore of Lake Gaston in Warren and 
Northampton Counties.  Operational and infrastructure expenses for RWVFD are covered by county fire district taxes, donations 
from citizens and fund raising projects by the Department’s Auxili ary.  However, all Department members are volunteers and 
receive no compensation for the operational, testing, maintenance and administrative work required to keep the Department a 
viable fire services organization.   

The RWVFD currently has about 28 dedicated volunteers.  We need a few more good people to keep our organization 
well staffed.  Working with the Department can be very rewarding and interesting for people who have a littl e time and a desire to 
serve the community.  Neither, age, experience, nor gender is an obstacle to being a valuable contributor.  There is always a need 
for young able-bodied members for the most strenuous aspects of fire fighting, but there are many other duties important to an 
effective department.  Drivers, pump operators, support and safety personnel are necessary for effective operations.   

Additionally, a wide variety of mechanical and administrative skill s are needed.  No previous experience in fire 
departments is necessary and anyone age 18 years and older is welcome.  Training is provided at levels from basic skill s to state 
certification as Firefighter I & II .  For anyone interested in a professional career in firefighting, the training and experience gained 
as a volunteer builds an excellent resume.  Close friendships and a sense of community pride are by-products of working together 
on a common cause.   

If you are interested in contributing to your community and having fun doing it, please call the Department at (252) 586-
5737 or e-mail to rwvfd@touchnc.net .   

Calendar Notes … 
December 2 – South Hill Rings in Chr istmas Grand I llumination of downtown, South Hill . (434) 447-4547 
December 3 – LGA monthly meeting at 9:30 a.m., Lake Gaston Baptist Church (252) 586-6577 
December 3 – Lake Gaston Str iper Club, 6:30 p.m. Littleton Community Center, (434) 636-3060 
December 4,5,6,7,11,12,13 - “ Peter Pan”  Lakeland Theater Company (877) 330-0574 
December 6 - Third Annual Prelude to Chr istmas 3 – 7 p.m. Warrenton (252) 437-2657 
December 6 - L itt leton Chr istmas Parade, 10 a.m. S. Main Street (Hwy 158) (252) 586-6880 
December 6 – Roanoke Rapids Chr istmas Parade at 4:30 p.m. on Roanoke Avenue 
December 7 – South Hill Annual Chr istmas Parade at 2 p.m. (434) 447-4547 
December 7 - Stream Loop ¾ mile Hike at Medoc Mountain at 2 p.m. (252) 586-6588 
December 7 – Cherry Hill Plantation Concert at 3 p.m. Hwy 58, Inez www.cherryhill concerts.com 
December 9 – Lake Gaston Computer Club at 1 p.m. Littleton Community Center, (252) 537-7091 
December 11 – Eatons Ferry Road AARP 6 p.m. Littleton Community Center (252) 586-4434 
December 12, 13 - Roanoke Valley Country Music Jubilee at 7:30 p.m. at The Centre, Weldon (252) 538-4336 
December 13 - Chr istmas in Histor ic Hali fax from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Hwy 301 Hali fax, NC (252) 583-7191 
December 20 – Lakeland Singers Chr istmas Concert at 8 p.m. Lakeland Theater Company (877) 330-0574 
January 1 – Good Luck New Year ’s Day Black-eyed Peas & Hog Jowls Brunch 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. – Littleton Lions Club (252) 586-5959 
January 7 – LGA monthly meeting at 9:30 a.m., Lake Gaston Baptist Church (252) 586-6577 
January 7 – Lake Gaston Str iper Club, 6:30 p.m. Littleton Community Center, (434) 537-6686 
January 8 – Eatons Ferry Road AARP 6 p.m. Littleton Community Center (252) 586-4434 
January 13 – Lake Gaston Computer Club at 1 p.m. Littleton Community Center, (252) 537-7091 
January 23 – American Legion Post 308 Spaghett i Dinner at 5 – 7 p.m. Hwy 903, Littleton (252) 586-3970 
January 30 – South Hill Performing Ar ts, blue grass band III rd Tyme Out at 7:30 p.m. (434) 447-4823 
February 4 – LGA monthly meeting at 9:30 a.m., Lake Gaston Baptist Church (252) 586-6577 
February 4 – Lake Gaston Str iper Club, 6:30 p.m. Littleton Community Center, (252) 537-6686 
February 12 – Eatons Ferry Road AARP 6 p.m. Littleton Community Center (252) 586-4434 
February 14  - Lakeland Theater Company L.O.V.E. Awards, Littleton (877) 330-0574 
February 14 – L itt leton L ions Club Pancake & Sausage Breakfast 7:30 – 11 a.m. (252) 586-5959 
February 20 – American Legion Post 308 Spaghett i Dinner at 5 – 7 p.m. Hwy 903, Littleton (252) 586-3970 
February 20,21,26,27,28 – “ Cinderella,”  Lakeland Theater Company, Littleton (877) 330-0574 
March 1,5,6,7,8 – “ Cinderella,”  Lakeland Theater Company, Littleton (877) 330-0574 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SCHEDULED EVENTS CHECK OUT THESE WEBSITES 
www.lakegastonchamber.com      www.warren-chamber.org       www.northamptonchamber.org     

www.visithali fax.com      www.southhill chamber.com      www.brunswickchamber.com  
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Government Relations Committee Working for You 
The committee continues to be very active supporting the LGA members. The LGA took a leadership role in encouraging 

the Warren County Commissioners to host a public forum on their property re-evaluation process and review any proposed tax rate 
adjustments. (The LGA offered to host this forum if they were not interested.) There were over 200 people who attended the forum 
which continued for nearly 2 hours. The majority of comments were about the increase in taxes without receiving services for these 
dollars. There will be other opportunities for the public to comment during the re-evaluation process if they disagree with their 
individual property value. 

The committee sent a letter to the Warren County off icials supporting the proposed rezoning for marinas not to locate 
within ½ mile of each other because of boat safety issues. A letter was sent to Brunswick County supporting retaining the current 
100 foot buffer zone between commercial and residential properties. (This was approved and they also added there must be a 40 
foot visual barrier between the properties.) 

We have reported before that the LGA met with the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VaDEQ) to register 
our concerns about a proposed waste water treatment facilit y which would be part of the Lakeside Commons property and would 
discharge the treated material into Pea Hill Creek. We have been informed by VaDEQ that the request has been withdrawn and this 
facilit y will not be built . 

Finally, the March 2009 monthly meeting speaker will be Tom Skinner, an attorney from Littleton. He will speak on some 
changes in the North Carolina statutes that affect home owners associations and their covenants. Many of you will be interested in 
this information! 

Monthly meetings are held the third Monday of the month at 9 a.m. at the Eaton’s Ferry Grocery and Grill on Hwy 903 
south of the lake. 

Planning and Development Committee Update  
At the October meeting we concentrated on two topics.  The first thing we addressed is the issue that without being a 

501(c) (3) tax exempt organization, we are unable to quali fy for grants which could help with presenting our case for coordinated, 
environmentally friendly, land use recommendations which serve to preserve the mostly rural atmosphere in the areas around the 
lake.  This issue was raised at the October LGA Off icers meeting and drafting the necessary documents was approved. 

A good amount of time was spent discussing ideas regarding recommendations for commercial development.  As with 
many aesthetically pleasing communities such as Pine Hurst, NC; Cape Charles, VA; and Willi amsburg, VA, we would like to see 
concentration or clustering of commercial establishments in existing towns/vill ages which already have the infrastructure or support 
for the infrastructure rather than unending strip malls.  The infrastructure is critical to support clusters of businesses which require 
water, sewer, stormwater runoff measures and access to transportation routes.  Without control over growing stormwater runoff 
from parking areas at businesses we can look forward to increasing pollution to the lake and growing damage to the fishery.  

At the November meeting we will address how we would structure a recommendation to the local County Planning Boards 
and Boards of Commissioners/Supervisors regarding infrastructure development at the commercial complexes to include all of the 
expanding businesses in the area.  Utiliti es, sewage treatment, stormwater runoff , impervious surface area ratios, green buffers, and 
highway access all need to be addressed.   

If there are members or acquaintances that have experience in community/county development and planning who would be 
willi ng to work on this activity please contact us through PlanningandDevelopment@LakeGastonAssoc.com .  Monthly meetings 
are held the third Friday of the month at 0830 at the Eaton’s Ferry Grocery and Grill on Hwy 903 south of the lake. 

Supporting Level Businesses... 
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Supporting Level Businesses Continued... 

LGA Q & A: 
(252) 586-6577 or 1-888-586-6577   

Info@LakeGastonAssoc.com  
www.LakeGastonAssoc.com 
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Thank You From Your Membership Committee 
With this issue of our bi-monthly Bulletin we have lots of new members – welcome aboard! You will have received your 

welcome package and a copy of our previous Bulletin. Your December/January 2009 issue will be arriving by your choice of 
delivery – US mail or email . Back issues can always be found on our website at www.lakegastonassoc.com/Bulletins/Content.htm .  

For those of you do have email but choose not to share it with us (and we can understand your decision) be aware that we 
do have information to share from time to time between Bulletins and that information we email to our members. Your email address 
is regarded as confidential to us. We do not share them. Some of the date related information we send out that are county specific can 
be: public hearing notices, planning agendas, Commissioner/Supervisor agendas. Notify us at MemRec@LakeGastonAssoc.com if 
you would like your email address added to your database record. You also have the choice to receive the Bulletin by USmail and 
email . 

We mailed your renewal notice to arrive by November 1 to get ahead of the Holiday Season. Renewals have been arriving 
daily. The P.O. Box is crammed! Thank you for supporting us again with your renewal for 2009.  

As you can appreciate, it’s a matter of timing when this issue hit the presses and whether we had been able to process your 
renewal. Our goal is to get the Bulletin published and US mailed to arrive by December 1 and on our website by the same date. This 
issue because of Thanksgiving, had an earlier deadline. So … if you receive your Bulletin by US mail and your paid thru date still 
shows the end of this year, it just means we didn’ t receive your renewal before the Bulletin deadline. 

For those members who like to shop on-line, we hope you will li ke the option of paying your 2009 dues electronically on 
our website. See article Online electronic payment now an option for details. 

Our focus is on member retention. Over the last several years we have been proud of our efforts to retain our members by 
improving our services. What more can we do for you? As you know we value your input. Let us know by email at 
Membership@LakeGastonAssoc.com or US mail at LGA, P.O. Box 656, Littleton, NC 27850, or (252) 586-6577 or toll free 1-888-
586-6577. You are also welcome to attend our Committee meeting. 

The Membership Committee meets the 2nd Friday of every month at 10:00 a.m. at the Eaton’s Ferry Grocery and Grill on 
Hwy 903 south of the lake. 
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LGA NEEDS YOU! 
Your Lake Gaston Association is in need of directors. To insure that the LGA’s work continues to preserve 

the quality of li fe that brought us to beautiful Lake Gaston, we need your expertise. Directors are currently needed 
in Brunswick and Hali fax counties. Contact Nomination chair Laura Kolb at (252) 586-4705, or email , 
Nominating@LakeGastonAssoc.com . 
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Thank you! to our Suppor ting Level businesses … 
Bronze: American H20 Technologies, LLC * Daughtridge Gas * Healing Kneads Therapeutic Massage & Day Spa  

* E. Carroll Mann Custom Builders * Outdoor World Lake Gaston Campground * Ed Roughton, Realtor, Story Properties  
* Chris Thompson, Realtor, Waterfront Properties at Lake Gaston * Sea\\Tow Lake Gaston  

* Superior Walls of North Carolina * Virtually Yours At The Lake * The WatersView Restaurant. 

Silver: Eaton’s Crossing * Morningstar Properties * Gold: Dominion Power North Carolina *  
 

Please visit them on our website at www.lakegastonassoc.com/Support.htm 
 

Businesses who are currently General Members may want to consider upgrading to a Supporting Level for 2009. 
Bronze $50; Silver $100; Gold $250; or Platinum $500 – whichever supporting level you choose, you will be listed on our 
website with a link to yours, and featured in our bi-monthly Bulletins as in this issue. 

              A Special Thanks to our SUPPORTING Members who will be contributing a higher level of Financial support in 
2009 so the LGA can approach its mission and goals with greater scope and influence 

  
New members who have joined and members who have renewed at a suppor ting level since our last Bulletin are:  

 

Bronze: Nelson & Diana Bareis, Shirley & Herman Burgess, Mike & Gail Burkes, Anita Cook, V Lance & Diana Ennis, 
Catherine & Robert Evans, David & Mary Griff in, Serafim & Constance Guerra, Christine & Charles Jacobs, Larry & Joy Johnson, 
Tim & Lona Korman, David & Natalie Mill er, Ruth & Gary Mock, M.W. & Jean Myrick, Sylvia & David Newsom, Lee 
Nicholson, Ann W. Stephenson, Kenneth Taylor, Jr., Charles & Mary Thompson, Adele Topham, Robert W. Via, The WatersView 
Restaurant, Lois & Willi am Weaver, Chris & Nora Willi ford, Bob & Bev Woodard. 
Silver:  Frank H. Barker, Fred Buffaloe, Jeff & Paula Burton III , Marvin Coghill , Eaton’s Crossing, Clarence & Margaret Givens, 
Karl & Elizabeth Groeger, Sherman Merchant, Morningstar Properties, Mitch & Chris Mumma, S. Bruce Smith. 

 

General ($25): 1,106 * Bronze ($50): 78 * Silver ($100): 23 * Gold ($250): 1 * L ifetime ($250): 74   
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