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Presidents Corner 
 

As the saying goes, time certainly does fly when you are having fun. And 

serving as your president is definitely funébusy, but lots of fun. Spring is most 

definitely upon us, as evidenced by routine temperatures in the 60s, and the first of 

several major bass fishing tournaments scheduled for this weekend.  

Spring, as it always does, brings with it a renewed opportunity to enjoy the 

many benefits we are privileged to have as investors here at Lake Gaston. As 

property owners, we also have the opportunity to protect our investment for the 

future, and the season is upon us to do just that.  Protecting our investment goes 

beyond making those springtime repairs, cleaning up the yard and getting all our 

recreation equipment ready.  

Your LGA volunteers have already set the tone this year for protecting our 

investment, but there is much more to be done, and we could use your help. We 

began by bringing representatives - supervisors, commissioners, managers and 

administrators from all five counties - to the table in January. Our goal was to 

enlighten them on the importance of the lake as a resource, and the need to protect 

that resource by continuing to invest in weed control, and by supporting our 

ongoing efforts in Watershed Protection. 

We followed that up with presentations to each county board asking them to 

consider the economy in their upcoming budget processes, and keep spending and 

tax increases to an absolute minimum while continuing to fund those items such as 

weed control that would protect and preserve their current tax base. We will 

continue to stay close to the budget process in each county, and provide 

recommendations to the boards as we deem necessary and appropriate. 

Coming up in April, the LGA will again host Political Forums for our three 

North Carolina counties that have elections coming up in May and November, both 

at the local and state level. There are details on these Forums inside this Bulletin.  

In all these endeavors to ensure the preservation of our Lake Gaston 

community, we need your help. Let your commissioners/supervisors know the 

importance of maintaining weed control and spending your tax dollars wisely. The 

information for contacting your elected county officials is contained on our web site 

at www.lakegastonassoc.com/GovRel/ElecOfficials.htm . Come out to our Forums 

and meet the candidates for public office that will control our future for the next 

four years. Hear their platforms, and ask the questions that will help you make a 

valid decision on election day.   

As always, we invite your feedback on our efforts, and encourage you to 

join us in those efforts as an LGA volunteer. Itôs lots of fun and very rewarding. For 

more information, contact me at president@lakegastonassoc.com.  

     

                                                                      Doug    

D 

 

                     April/May  2010 

Bulletin 
YOUR PRIMARY VOICE ON LAKE ISSUES 

With a mission to identify issues affecting our members and pursue 

resolution with the responsible organizations 
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Update from Environment Committee 
The Lake Gaston Weed Control Council (LGWCC) held the first meeting for the year on 1/27/2010. The 

2010 herbicide treatment contract was awarded to PLM Lake and Land Management Corp., with a bid for 

application of $29.65 an acre, not counting actual cost of chemicals. An RFP for purchase of chemicals was 

approved by the LGWCC. At this time the 2010 budgets of our 5 counties are being worked and final decisions on 

exactly what funding for aquatic weed control still needs to be decided. Both LGWCC and LGA have sent letters to 

each of the 5 counties requesting that each provide for continued weed control funding for FY 2010-11 and future 

years.  

Skipôs Aquatic Solutions gave a verbal report on the 2009 herbicide application. The 2009 funding issues 

with respect to timing and what the final county participation was going to be caused a very chopped up application 

method to be incorporated. Even with the late decisions on schedules and locations, Skip, feels it was very effective 

application and treatment. A total of 1,404 acres were treated.  

Jeffrey Myers, with ReMetrix, made a presentation to the LGWCC on the survey conducted during October 

of 2009. The survey results can be seen on http://ims.remetrix.com , user name Gaston Maps, password: Public_1.  A 

total of 18,320 acres was analyzed, with 1,652 acres of submerged aquatic vegetation found, of those 1,477 acres of 

hydrilla. The 1,477 acres of hydrilla indicates an increase of approximately 225 acres. The majority of this increase 

in hydrilla was attributed to growth behind the islands at the West end of the lake known by many as the Flats.  Also 

noted in this yearôs survey was an increase in lyngbya of approximately 50%, which matches the increase, witnessed 

by the LEMs volunteers in 2009. This is the third year that ReMetrix has conducted a lake wide hydroacustic 

shoreline survey and the data base of information is becoming substantial and allowing some trends and patterns of 

growth to be determined. In addition, ReMetrix has incorporated the data collected by our LEMs volunteers. If 

youôre interested, detailed information can be found on the ReMetrix web site, the data is very informative. 

Lake Gaston Stakeholders meeting was held on March 23, 2010, at 9:30 a.m., at the Dominion Power Station 

in Roanoke Rapids. 

Lake Gaston lake levels have been a roller coaster over the last 3 months as Kerr Lake has been operating 

under flood control conditions. Kerr Lake has been 9 to 10 (310 feet) feet over full pool (300 feet) a few times since 

December 2009 and January 2010, attributing to above normal releases of 20,000 CFS for weeks. As a result Lake 

Gaston has witnessed daily lake level fluctuations and a decrease in water clarity. As of the writing of this article 

Kerr Lake is 301.16feet, with a plan of being at 299 feet on March 18, 2010. The water release amounts have 

decreased from 20,000 CFS to 12,000 CFS. This should allow the water clarity to improve a great deal.  

The City of Virginia Beach has funded a $437,000 study to examine what might happen to the water quality 

in Lake Gaston and Kerr Lake if a proposed uranium mine in Chatham, Va were to experience a Probable Maximum 

Precipitation (PMP) storm. Storms of this nature are usually associated with major weather events, like the rain 

amounts associated with hurricanes. The study is designed to supplement the work being accomplished by the 

National Academy of Science by looking at what might happen if a major storm flooded the proposed uranium 

mining site and washed radioactive waste into the rivers and lakes.  

Monthly Environment meetings are held the third Wednesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. at the Eatonôs Ferry 

Grocery and Grill on Hwy 903 south of the lake. Everyone is invited to participate. 

Contact them at Environment@LakeGastonAssoc.com 

Committee minutes: www.lakegastonassoc.com/Environment/Envir_Min.htm 

 

 

Special Presentations at Annual Meeting  
We plan to allow time during the meeting for comments from those present at the meeting, i.e. questions, 

observations about lake activities, suggestions for LGA involvement or lack of involvement in lake issues, etc.  

However, if any member would like to make a special presentation they must notify the LGA by May 28, 

2010. This notification must be submitted in writing, stating the topic of the presentation to Linda Hedgepeth, 162 

Aviator Lane, Henrico, NC 27842 or by email to storit123@embarqmail.com . This is required by the LGA By-Laws 

and helps in developing the meeting agenda and allocating time for the meeting. 

 

 

http://ims.remetrix.com/
mailto:Environment@LakeGastonAssoc.com
http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Environment/Envir_Min.htm
mailto:storit123@embarqmail.com
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Meet the Candidate Forums April 3, 17 & 24 
Currently the Government Relations committee is working diligently to schedule and conduct three ñMeet 

the Candidatesò forums during April.  We have invited the North Carolina state senator and house candidates, as 

well as the county commissioner and sheriff candidates to participate in a question/answer format, so residents will 

be able to submit questions to the candidates.   

Halifax County Forum is scheduled for April 3, starting at 1:00 p.m., at the Littleton Methodist Church 

Fellowship Hall.   

Warren County Forum is scheduled for April 17, starting at 1:00 p.m., at the Longbridge Volunteer Fire 

Department.   

Northampton County Forum is scheduled for April 24, starting at 1:00 p.m., at the Roanoke-Wildwood 

Volunteer Fire Department.  

After national primaries are held, successful candidates for the U.S. House and Senate will be invited to 

speak at regular LGA meetings.  These forums and meetings are being scheduled for the benefit of members and 

local residents to have an opportunity to meet the various candidates for political office and to decide who should be 

responsible for running our county, state and federal governments.  It is requested that you put these dates on your 

calendars.           

If you havenôt already done so, the LGA encourages you to register to vote. The primaries are May 4, and the 

cutoff to register by mail is April 9. You can also do same day register and voting during early voting from April 15 

ï May 1. To change your affiliation in North Carolina the deadline is April 9. If you have any county voting 

questions call your local county Board of Election official at: Halifax County (252) 583-4391; Northampton County 

(252) 534-5681; or Warren County (252) 257-2114. 

Now more than ever, it is important to have our voices heard. You should also understand that your party 

registration may affect your ability to participate in the primaries. While the LGA certainly doesnôt want to tell you 

how to vote, or which party to belong to, you should note that registering as unaffiliated allows you the option of 

voting for the candidates of your choice, no matter what party they belong to, in any or all primaries. Most 

importantly, we urge you to check out all the candidates and vote in the upcoming elections. 

Note: If you do change to unaffiliated, when checking into your designated precinct the election official will 

ask you which ballot you want. At the General election in November as an Unaffiliated the ballot will show both 

Democrats & Republicans for you to choose from. (Editors note: At press time, registered voter statistics for Warren 

County were: Democrats 10,058; Republicans 1,585; Unaffiliated 1,620.) 

The Government Relations Committee meets the third Monday at 8:30 a.m. at the Eaton Ferry Grocery & 

Grill.  The public is invited to attend.   

Contact them at GovernmentRelations@LakeGastonAssoc.com.   

Committee minutes are available at www.lakegastonassoc.com/GovRel/GR_Minutes.htm. 

. 

 

.   
Cell Phone Survey Nets 76 Responses 

Thank you! Thank you! to all our members who responded to our ñDecent Cell Phone Coverage ï Yes or 

Noò Survey. We received 25 yesôs and 51 noôs. The responses have been entered and for those of you who made 

comments those have been captured as well. 

We want to assure you that having taken the time to participate in the survey, the LGA is looking at how we 

can use the data you gave us ï carrier, subdivision, county, north or south side of lake ï to seek improved cell phone 

coverage at the lake.  Itôs not going to be an easy task, but we are going to give it our best shot.  

We promise to keep you informed of our progress: Initial feedback of the statistics from the data collected, will be 

available at our next monthly meeting on April 7, and then in our subsequent Bulletins. 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:GovernmentRelations@LakeGastonAssoc.com
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LGA Directors Work to Complete 2010 Renewals 
During February the Membership team enlisted the help of all the LGA directors, to telephone our members 

who had not renewed for 2010. The calls help us get in the last of the renewals from members who just simply forgot 

and who welcomed the personal call.  

From these telephone calls we found out: that a number of our members have sold their lake property and 

that was the reason for not renewing; we encountered telephone numbers that were no longer in service; sadly we 

learned that some of our memberôs spouses passed away and the surviving spouse doesnôt wish to renew. We use the 

information for non-renewing members to update the memberôs database membership record.  

Our membership year is from January ï December. We ended 2009 with a total membership of 1,513 of 

which 1,198 were paid thru 12/31/09. So you see the challenge we have to retain as many of our members as we can. 

As a result of the renewal notices that went out at the beginning of October, at year end we had 412 members left to 

renew. Reminder notices were sent out 1/4/10 and at the end of January we were down to 212 non-renewals whose 

member services were suspended. The February telephone calls have brought us down to 165 at press time.  

Renewals have steadily been arriving as a result of the telephone calls. As we receive them, services are 

restored to those members -  this includes emailing or US mailing the February/March 2010 Bulletin to them, and 

emailing the emails they missed since the beginning of February. 

We thank all our members for renewing, and all our new members for joining the LGA now celebrating 21 

years in 2010. You will have noticed that our last issue increased to 16 pages, lots of interesting articles for you to 

read, as well as the business cards of our Business Members. Such a variety of businesses and business card designs. 

Remember to click at the top of the business pages to go and visit their websites and find out more about them. 

You will have noticed in our last issue on the back page that we are now expressing our total membership 

number as Households & Businesses. In the April/May Bulletin the total membership number is less because we are 

not including those members who have not renewed.  

Monthly Membership meetings are held the second Friday of the month at 10 a.m. at the Eatonôs Ferry 

Grocery and Grill on Hwy 903 south of the lake. Everyone is invited to participate. 

Contact them at Membership@LakeGastonAssoc.com 

Membership committee minutes: http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Member.htm 

 

 

A Message From the Nominating Committee 
The Nominating committee will be nominating the following individuals for terms as Directors of the Lake 

Gaston Association at the annual meeting in June:  

Mecklenburg County: Barbara Burgdoerfer as a 1st term director who has been serving in a fill-in position. 

Northampton County: Clarence Drumgoole as a 1st term director who has been serving in a fill-in position. 

Warren County: Laura Kolb as a 2nd term director, upon completion of her 1st term and Dan Brewer as a  

1st term director 

Additional names of candidates may be nominated by petition bearing the genuine signatures of a least 15 

members in good standing. Petitions must reach the chairman of the Nominating Committee by May 24. Contact 

Doug Hughes, President at (252) 308-6840 or by email at president@lakegastonassoc.com.  

There are also other Director vacancies in Brunswick, Halifax, Mecklenburg, and Northampton counties. 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
I emigrated to the United States from England on December 27, 1981 carrying my immigration papers and 

X-ray plates in my hand luggage. My final interviewing officer at the American Embassy in London advised me to 

carry the documents that way because I would need them for the Immigration officials in Atlanta before I would 

collect my luggage. He also said that the Embassy had only prepared the paperwork for my admittance into the 

United States, the final decision would be made by the Immigration Officials in Atlanta. 

I spent two days at the American Embassy in London ñbeing processedò and for each part of the process we 

had to line up to pay cash at the Cashierôs window. Standing in line to make the last payment, we hit the floor to the 

Marineôs orders of, ñEverybody down! Thereôs a bomb!ò It turned out that the brief case left unattended on the 

entrance steps to the Embassy was left there while the owner went inside to go to the bathroom! Well thatôs the 

explanation that went up and down the resumed cashierôs line. Oh é and during the first day I was required to have 

a complete physical and chest X-rays by an approved doctor that was within walking distance of the Embassy. 

Stay with me, this isnôt a personal history, there is a message for you. I just wanted to set the scene before I 

got to the point and there is a point. So to continue with my story é I gained permission to stay and was given the 

status of Registered Alien with permission for permanent work ï I already had a job to go to, that was part of getting 

to ógoô at the American Embassy in London. I resumed my IBM career as a new hire in Raleigh on January 4, 1982. 

As a Registered Alien I could work and buy property but I couldnôt vote ï I had to be a US citizen to vote. It 

wasnôt until March of 1993 that I became a citizen ï I studied for that exam which I took in Charlotte, NC, I didnôt 

want to fail. Jack, my husband, said, ñYouôre sure making a meal of covering every angle with your studying.ò I 

passed the exam. 

Weôre jumping ahead. Itôs got to be 1998 because itôs devisable by four and the local county Sheriffs at the 

lake in N.C. come up for election every four years. I was a reporter and columnist at The Littleton Observer and it 

was election time. I had met a number of the candidates across the board, but I was particularly interested in the 

Sheriff and Commissioner races ï thatôs where I could influence my tax dollars. It was election day and I went to 

cast my votes. Shock of the century! I wasnôt given my choices, the names I was expecting to see werenôt there.  

I was a registered Republican at that time, and all the county candidates I wanted to vote for were 

Democrats. I changed to Unaffiliated after that election in order to vote for my choices so I could influence my tax 

dollars. Something you may want to think about too. 
 

               Moira 
 

 

 

Top Ten Things You Can Do to Protect Your Watershed 
 

1. Water Only Where & When Itôs Really Needed 

2. Limit Use of Pesticides & Fertilizers 

3. Plant Native Vegetation 

4. Redirect Rooftop Runoff 

5. Dispose of pet Waste Properly 

6. Carefully Choose Where to Wash Your Car 

7. Properly Maintain Vehicles 

8. Recycle and dispose of Household Chemicals Properly 

9. Properly Maintain Septic System 

10. Join a Watershed Organization 

 

Source: Center for Watershed Protection 

For more information: www.cwp.org * www.stormwatercenter.net 
 

http://www.cwp.org/
http://www.stormwatercenter.net/
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Safety Committee Meets with HOAs on Neighborhood Watch 
 Our get together with HOAs at last monthôs Safety meeting was interesting.  The representatives shared a lot 

of information about how they try to keep their neighborhoods safe.  We also reviewed the pamphlets, signs and 

other material that is available through the Neighborhood Watch web site.  The pamphlet ñHow to Start a 

Neighborhood Watch Programò will be available at all LGA events.  The HOA representatives will get back to us 

after discussions with their boards.   

The LGA will respond at whatever level our members feel they need to improve the security of their sub-

divisions.  Your HOAôs annual meeting is probably coming up.  If you would like an LGA rep to come and speak 

about Neighborhood Watch at your meeting, let us know.  We could give a 10 or 15 minute introductory spiel about 

N.W. All it would cost is a small investment of time in crime prevention for your association. 

While we are on the subject of sub-division security, one of our Directors recently discovered that his county 

was going door to door distributing information.  If someone wasnôt home, they left a bright colored tag on the door.  

He called the County Manager and pointed out that tagging doors of people that only come to the lake seasonally 

highlights the empty houses for the bad guys.  The county will discontinue that practice.   

We all need to look out for each other.  If you see things sitting around your neighborsô house that would be 

a tip off that the folks are away, pick it up, put it in a box or at least around back.  Phone books, free newspapers, 

product samples, can all be a tip off that someone is away. Also while youôre out jogging, walking the dog, or just 

strolling around the neighborhood, help your part time neighbors by returning their trash cart to the house from the 

end of their driveway. 

Monthly Public Safety Committee meetings are held the second Friday of each month at 8:30 a.m. at the 

EFG&G.  Everyone is invited to participate.  

Contact them at Safety@LakeGastonAssoc.com 

Safety committee minutes: www.lakegastonassoc.com/Safety/Safe_Min.htm 

 
 
 

Update from Planning & Development Committee 
We have reviewed the actions necessary to apply for grants.  There has been a review of additional 

information received from the Center for Watershed Protection augmenting the information received in early 

December.  We discussed various grant opportunities being considered and approaches for dealing with the multi-

state scope of work that we are interested in.  We did not have a grant application prepared in time for a  February 1, 

2010 submittal, but will double down to hit the next cycle including an application to the Virginia Environmental 

Endowment and the grants available through the NC Department of Environmental and Natural Resources.   

Doug Hughes led a group of Directors to a meeting with the Smith Mountain Lake Association (SMLA).  

One item of interest to this committee is the ordinance requirement of the three counties surrounding Smith 

Mountain Lake, which requires septic service at least every five years.  The SMLA receives around $60,000 per year 

from the three counties to conduct extensive water monitoring tests.   

The Planning and Development Committee continues to welcome anyone who wishes to participate and 

become involved with activities to identify planning and development standards around the lake that can preserve the 

mostly rural and environmentally sensitive state of the Lake Gaston area.  We need members who are prepared to get 

involved in research into the appropriate standards and involvement with the appropriate county officials, and to 

assist in grant applications 

Monthly Planning and Development meetings are held the third Friday of the month at 8:30 a.m. at the 

Eatonôs Ferry Grocery and Grill on Hwy 903 south of the lake. Everyone is invited to participate. 

Contact them at PlanningandDevelopment@LakeGastonAssoc.com   

Committee minutes: www.lakegastonassoc.com/Planning/Plan_Min.htm 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Safety@LakeGastonAssoc.com
http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Safety/Safe_Min.htm
mailto:PlanningandDevelopment@LakeGastonAssoc.com
http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Planning/Plan_Min.htm


 

April/May  2010                                LAKE GASTON ASSOCIATION BULLETIN                                                  Page 7 
 
 

 

Be Prepared for  2010 Boating Season on Lake Gaston 

 

Confused? Do new boating laws apply to you? 
The differences between the states could cause confusion here at Lake Gaston.  It is not uncommon for 

someone from Virginia to be driving a boat from North Carolina, and vice-versa.  OK, here is how the Conservation 

Officers will sort out this problem:  the boat operator will be expected to meet the requirements of his or her state of 

residence.  This is regardless of who stops you, in which state you are being stopped or where the boat is registered.  

So if you are a NC resident, driving a VA registered boat, stopped by VA law officers, in VA, you will get a ticket if 

you do not have proof of meeting NC boating education law.  Same thing if you are from Connecticut or any other 

state, the officers will look to see if you are compliant with the laws of the state of residence. 

 

Classroom course: 
US Coast Guard Auxiliary 2010 Training Dates 

 
April  17, May 15, June 19, July 17, August 21, and September 18 

 
America's Boating Course is an eight hour course covering the basics of boating and is appropriate for 

youth as well as the adult boater.  Successful completion of this course satisfies the education requirement for youth 

14-16 to operate a Personal Watercraft (PWC) in both Virginia and North Carolina.  It also satisfies the boating 

safety training requirements for all of the other age groups. 

Remember: The Virginia law  has a phased in schedule for boater safety training certification.  All PWC 

Operators age 35 years or younger are required to have completed a state approved Boating Course and obtained a 

certificate of training effective July 1, 2010.   

The new North Carolina Law  requires persons operating a vessel (PWC or boat) propelled by a motor of 

10HP or greater in the state under the age of 26 complete a NASBLA approved boating education course and obtain 

a certificate of training effective May 1, 2010.  

The fee for the course is $30.  Preregistration and prepayment are required.   Courses are taught at the 

USCG Auxiliary Flotilla 93 Building, located at 252 River Road, 1/4 mile west of Route 46. All classes are on 

Saturday from 8:30am to 5:00pm, with the exam given at the end of class.  Please bring your lunch - none will be 

provided. It is a busy day - but rewarding.  

For more information on these classes, or to register, please contact the Lake Gaston Gazette-Observer, 378 

Lizard Creek Road, Littleton, NC 27850.  Phone (252) 586-2700, or E-mail news@lakegastongazette-observer.com  

 

On-line courses & Classroom by NC Wildlife & VDGIF: 
For North Carolina Boating Safety course options go to www.ncwildlife.org/Apps/BoatingSafety/CourseSearch.asp 

  

For Virginia Boating Safety course options go to www.dgif.virginia.gov/boating/education/requirement/steps-to-

requirement.asp  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:news@lakegastongazette-observer.com
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Apps/BoatingSafety/CourseSearch.asp
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/boating/education/requirement/steps-to-requirement.asp
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/boating/education/requirement/steps-to-requirement.asp


Page 8                                              LAKE GASTON ASSOCIATION BULLETIN                                    April/May  2010 

 

 

Searching For New Ideas 
Ever wonder how your organization could better meet the needs of its members? Well, here at the LGA, we 

are always looking for ideas on ways we can improve on or expand our service to you, our members.  

It was with that thought in mind that we initiated a meeting between several of our Board officers and 

committee chairs and several directors of the Smith Mountain Lake Association, or SMLA. After several months of 

planning, we finally got together for a lunch meeting in South Boston, Va. on February 4. 

Smith Mountain Lake, as many of you probably know, is similar to Lake Gaston, in that it is a favorite 

destination for folks seeking either a permanent location to retire, or a place to vacation or spend the weekends. It is 

located in the western part of Virginia, near Roanoke. It is larger than Lake Gaston and more heavily developed, 

providing a peek at what our area may look like in a few years. It is surrounded by three counties, so challenges are 

similar, although they are all in one state.  

During early discussions of both organizations, we learned that SMLA has about the same number of 

members as the LGA, with a similar proportion of full time to part time, about 40 and 60 percent respectively. 

Improving relationships with our local governments was an area of interest for us. We learned that they have a Tri-

County Lake Association, made up of supervisors and administrators from each county, as well as SMLA Directors 

from each county. This arrangement provides a vehicle for discussion and agreement on lake issues and concerns, as 

well as funding to support lake initiatives. Although a similar organization was suggested at Lake Gaston a couple 

years ago, it never received the support it needed to get off the ground. It could be worth another look. 

SMLA also has an extensive water quality monitoring program, and sampling is carried out by volunteers. 

While such a program would provide valuable information to support our Watershed Protection initiatives, the cost, 

about $60,000 annually, to have the samples tested, is not currently within our budget. It is a possibility for the 

future, however, assuming we could get financial support from the counties, and a college or other facility to 

perform the testing. The data they have collected has been instrumental in supporting such programs as mandatory 

septic tank pumping ordinances by identifying water quality trends. 

One problem Smith Mountain Lake doesnôt have is heavy infestation of noxious weeds, yet. They have 

identified about 200 acres of hydrilla, and were interested in ways they could control or eradicate the weed before it 

gets out of hand. We shared our knowledge, gained over many years, of finding and treating these weeds. 

We were also able to provide them with some information on membership initiatives, both recruiting and 

retention, and they were able to share with us how they carry out an annual lake clean up day, a project currently in 

our planning stages for this year at Lake Gaston. 

From all perspectives, the meeting was considered a huge success, both from and information sharing 

standpoint, and also as a foundation for continuing discussions between individual Directors. It was agreed that 

another joint meeting would be beneficial to both groups, and will probably take place in the fall.      
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Marketing Focuses on Increasing Business Memberships 
Marketing and the Marketing Committee (five extremely motivated members) was created to promote the 

LGA to individuals, families and businesses.  This particular article is going to center on our business ventures. The 

Membership Chairman will be discussing household membership.   

The Business Member initiative has proven that there is a business need for inexpensive, continuous, far 

reaching advertising. This is especially so for the small business owners in the regions surrounding the lake.  Our 

Business Membership fee is only $50 for the year (Jan-Dec).  In 2009 we signed up 44 businesses to our new 

program that provided for year around exposure by displaying their business cards in our bi-monthly bulletins and on 

our web site, and by our web site providing a link to any LGA member business that has a web site.   

 2010 saw an increase to over 60 businesses with only 4 of our original 44 not renewing (a 90% renewal 

rate).  Three of those four businesses cited economic reasons for not renewing (hopefully they will come back in 

2011).   

The LGA Business Membership concentrates on businesses around the lake.  This is our attempt to help 

these businesses get lake exposure from the 1,313  households and 61 businesses that are LGA members and from 

those couple of thousand annual viewers of our web site. For 2011 we will be exploring different ways to help our 

business members.  One idea is for the LGA to have a Business Card display rack at all the events that the LGA 

participates in.  

It is too late to place a new business card in this bulletin, but a new business member can still have their 

business on display on our web page until December 31st and for 8 months of bulletins starting in June.  COME 

JOIN US and let us help promote your business throughout the Lake Gaston Region. 

Come join the fun as we help take the LGA to new heights.  We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 

8:30 a.m. at the Eaton Ferry Grocery & Grill on Route 903. You donôt have to be a Marketing guru, just someone 

who wants to help and has about 5-10 hours a month to spare. 

Contact them at Marketing@LakeGastonAssoc.com 

Committee minutes: www.lakegastonassoc.com/Marketing/Mktg_Min.htm 
 

 

 

 
 

mailto:Marketing@LakeGastonAssoc.com
http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Marketing/Mktg_Min.htm
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Calendar notes é 
April 3 ï Candidate Forum for Halifax County, 1 p.m. Littleton UMC Fellowship Hall (252) 586-6577 

April 7  - LGA monthly meeting at 9:30 a.m., Lake Gaston Baptist Church (252) 586-6577 

April 7  ï Lake Gaston Striper Club, 6:30 p.m. Littleton Community Center, (252) 537-6686 

April 8  ï Eatons Ferry Road AARP 6 p.m. Littleton Community Center (252) 586-4434 

April 13 - Lake Gaston Computer Club, 1 p.m., Littleton Community Center (252) 537-7091 

April 10 ï Pancake & Sausage Breakfast, 7:30 ï 11 a.m, Lions Den, Ransom St. Littleton (252) 586-5959 

April 12 ï 234
th

 Celebration of Halifax Resolves, 9-5 p.m., Historic Halifax (252) 583-7191 

April 16,17,18 ï Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe 45th Annual PowWow, 7pm/noon/1pm Holister (252) 586-4017 

April 17 ï Candidate Forum for Warren County, 1 p.m. Longbridge VFD (252) 586-6577 

April 17,18 - 3rd Annual Spring Home & Garden Show, Roanoke Rapids, (252) 53- 2583) 

April 17 - 3rd Annual Tri Roanoke Valley Sprint Triathlon,  TJ Davis Recreation Center, RR 

April 17  ï Annual Spring Festival & 5-miler,  Lawrenceville, VA (434) 848-3154 

April 23 - American Legion Post 308 Spagetti Dinner at 5-7 p.m. Hwy 903, Littleton (252) 586-3970 

April 23,24 ï Warrenton Spring Festival, early evening/all day,  downtown Warrenton (252) 586-5711 

April 24 ï Candidate Forum for Northampton County, 1 p.m. Roanoke-Wildwood VFD (252) 586-6577 

April 28 ï  Lake Gaston Water Safety Council, 6 p.m.social/6:30 p.m. dinner, Kennon House, Gasburg (252) 586-4705 

April 28  ï Annual Beef Festival, 5-7 p.m., Centennial Park, South Hill VA (434) 447-4547  

April 28 ï Brunswick Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament (434) 848 3154 

April 30 ï ñGodspell,ò 8 p.m. , Lakeland Theater Company, Littleton (252) 586-3125 

May 1,7,8,14,15,16 - ñGodspell,ò 8 p.m. , Lakeland Theater Company, Littleton (252) 586-3125 

May 5 - LGA monthly meeting at 9:30 a.m., Lake Gaston Baptist Church (252) 586-6577 

May 5 ï Lake Gaston Striper Club, 6:30 p.m. Littleton Community Center, (252) 537-6686 

May 8 ï Pancake & Sausage Breakfast, 7:30 ï 11 a.m, Lions Den, Ransom St. Littleton (252) 586-5959 

May 8 ï Annual SpringFest, 10 ï 3 p.m., South Hill, VA (434) 447-4547 

May 8 ï Native American Heritage Festival, noon, Occoneechee State Park, Clarksville (434) 374-3310 

May 11 - Lake Gaston Computer Club, 1 p.m., Littleton Community Center (252) 537-7091 

May 13  ï Eatons Ferry Road AARP 6 p.m. Littleton Community Center (252) 586-4434 

May 15 - 2010 Hyperflite Skyhoundz World Canine Disc Competition, 9 a.m. TJ Davis Center, R.R. (252) 535-1687 

May15,16 ï Antique Car & Tractor Show, Dixie Warehouse, South Hill (434) 917 9119 

May 15,16 ï Jazz by the Lake, 4 p.m. Occoneechee State Park, Clarksville (434) 374-3310 

May 21 - American Legion Post 308 Spagetti Dinner at 5-7 p.m. Hwy 903, Littleton (252) 586-3970 

May 26 ï  Lake Gaston Water Safety Council, 6 p.m.social/6:30 p.m. dinner, Kennon House, Gasburg (252) 586-4705 

May 29 ï Duckling Day, Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Park, 1 p.m., Scotland Neck (252) 826-3186 

May 29 ï Battle of the BBQ, noon, Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce (252) 586-5711 

July 3 ï Lake Gaston Annual Fireworks display, at dark, Eaton Ferry Bridge (252) 532-6523 

August 14 ï The Crossing, Lake Gaston, (252) 586-5711 

September 3,4 ï Littleton/Lake Gaston Festival, (252) 586-5959  

 

 

www.lakegastonchamber.com     www.warren-chamber.org       www.northamptonchamber.org   

  www.visithalifax.com      www.southhillchamber.com      www.brunswickchamber.com   

 

(Put cursor on website & press CTRL + click to follow link) 
         

 

http://www.lakegastonchamber.com/
http://www.warren-chamber.org/
http://www.northamptonchamber.org/
http://www.visithalifax.com/
http://www.southhillchamber.com/
http://www.brunswickchamber.com/
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 Business Members 
Visit their websites at www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm 

 
     

http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm
http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm
http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm
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Business Members Continued é 
Visit their websites at www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm 

 

 
 

http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm
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Business Members Continued é 
Visit their websites at www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm    

 

 
              
      
 

http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm
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Business Members Continued é 
Visit their websites at www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm    
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