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Presidents Corner 
 

Can you believe that summer is here already and it is time to once again enjoy all 

the benefits of our beautiful Lake Gaston? As June and the end of my first year as your 

President approaches, here are some thoughts about our organization.  

First, I hope you will join us on Saturday, June 12 for our Annual Meeting. It will 

be held at the Lake Gaston Baptist Church, across from Subway, beginning at 9:30 a.m. with 

check in and refreshments. We will begin the formal meeting at 10 a.m. I promise to have 

you out by noon. This is your meeting, and you will get a chance to receive reports on what 

we have been doing for the past year, as well as vote on pending Director nominations and 

any other business decisions that come up.   

Our guest speakers, Dr. Rob Richardson of NC State Aquatic Plant Management, 

and Dr. Mike Smart from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will update you on the many 

weed research programs they have been working on. Their work has been a significant asset 

to our weed control efforts. I also would like to invite you to bring all your friends and 

neighbors who may have an interest in our lake community, but may not yet have leant their 

voices to the LGAôs efforts to protect and preserve our unique way of life. Our voice is only 

as strong as our membership numbers.   

Second, I believe that you will agree that the last year has been a busy one. We 

gained valuable insight from you on your priorities through a membership survey last fall, 

and have been working hard to address those priorities including taxes, weed control, and 

water quality, since then. We brought officials from all five counties to the table earlier this 

year to highlight the importance of the lake to their economies, and we continue to lobby 

county governments to control spending, keep taxes down, and to fund such items as weed 

control to preserve Lake Gastonôs value. We have also worked closely with area emergency 

responders, continued to pursue grants to obtain a base line analysis of the quality of our 

watershed, and conducted Meet the Candidate Forums to acquaint voters with the platforms 

and views of local and state candidates.   

These are but a few of the LGAôs many activities. Needless to say, the work 

continues. As always, I ask for your support in these many endeavors. Again, our 

effectiveness relies heavily on the strength of our numbers. I encourage you to talk to your 

friends and neighbors about joining the LGA. The $25 investment will guarantee thousands 

of volunteer hours each year dedicated exclusively to protecting a property ownerôs huge 

investment in our community. I consider this an excellent return on investment.  

There is also an excellent opportunity for those wishing to get more involved to 

donate as many spare hours as they have available to come work with us. Your background 

and experience may be just what we need in one of our committees, where most of our work 

gets done. Check them out on our web site at www.lakegastonassoc.com. For more 

information, contact me at president@lakegastonassoc.com.  

In the mean time, have a safe and enjoyable summer. Keep your kids and grandkids 

in life jackets when on the lake, and take an approved boating education course if you 

havenôt already. I guarantee you will learn something valuable.  

I hope to see you on June 12.   

    

                                                                     Doug    

D 
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Update from Environment Committee    
The Lake Gaston Stake Holders meeting was held on 3/23/2010. Dr. Rob Richardson of NCSU presented the 

ReMetrix Survey results and the Technical Advisory Groupôs (TAG) recommendations for 2010.  A summary of the 

recommendations are: continue herbicide treatments to maintain hydrilla control based on available funding, 

maintain grass carp stocking levels of 15 fish per vegetated acre (stock an additional 7,347 in 2010), continue VA 

Tech tagging/tracking research, continue LGAôs Lake Environment Monitor (LEM) volunteer data collection on 

aquatic weed surveys, continue ReMetrix annual surveys and continue to work with the USACOE on vegetation 

replanting efforts and study.  

Three areas were proposed for the 2010 Grass Carp stocking, a location near the flats at the West end of the 

lake, Hubquarter Creek and Stonehouse Creek. It was reported that based on VA Tech tagging/tracking research the 

mortality rate is 30% for age 1-2 years and 20% after 2 years. This is better than previously estimated.  However, 

LGA President Doug Hughes asked NC Wildlife Biologist Kirk Rundle to re-evaluate the mortality of the 25,392 

carp stocked in 2003 as they were all fingerlings, and were stocked late in the fall of the year, when they had nothing 

to eat and were easy prey for larger fish. This could change the overall mortality rate significantly. Rundle said he 

would reconsider that formula. It was also reported that a couple of the initial 20k grass carp inserted in 1995 have 

been found to be still alive. Since the grass carp tagging research started, a total of 103 fish have been tagged. Based 

on 2009 telemetry data 26 are still beeping, 2 from 2008 and 23 from 2009.  

The radio transmitters have both improved and location of insertion on the fish has changed through 

experimentation. As a result of the tracking research it has been noted that the fish move only an average of 1 ½ 

miles from their point of insertion into the lake. Future research will increase the knowledge gained in many areas - 

growth rate, mortality, hydrilla consumption rate, effective impact on coverage of hydrilla, etc. etc... 

The USACOE presented 2010 re-vegetation plans and asked for LEMs and LGA assistance whenever 

possible with monitoring growth of plants already planted, replanting some of the existing enclosures where the 

plants have died due to weather or herbicide treatment and to reset the locations of grass carp exclosures and monitor 

grass carp effectiveness.  

 The Lake Gaston Weed Control Council (LGWCC) held its second meeting in 2010 on May 10th.  As a brief 

summary, there was approval of the TAG recommendations, approval of PLMôs 2010 herbicide treatment plan based 

on available funding (to be posted on the LGWCC website soon), TAGs recommendation for Grass Carp stocking in 

2010, approval to continue VA Techôs Grass Carp tracking research and approval of RFP for the herbicide 

chemicals. The minutes of the meeting will be posted soon on www.lgwcc.org . 

Bruce Johnson will lead the 2010 LEMS volunteer aquatic weeds education and survey. The LGA and the 

LEMs volunteers can always use any and all assistance we can get. If you have any desire to assist our aquatic weeds 

survey or the other lake projects planned for 2010 please contact Bruce Johnson or send an email to 

Environment@LakeGastonAssoc.com . A future date will be set for the aquatic weed identification education.  

Bill Lindenmuth and Vernon Wilson (Environment chair) attended the VA Roanoke River Basin Bi-State 

Commission and the VA Roanoke River Basin Advisory Commission meetings held on March 31, 2010. Committee 

reports were presented on the NC Roanoke River Basin Advisory Committee status, VA Roanoke River Basin 

Advisory Committee status, Water Allocation Committee (this is the committee responsible for proposing different 

options to allocate the remaining water in Kerr Lake), and the Lower Basin IBT (Inter Basin Transfer) Coalition (of 

which the LGA is member). Tom Leahy, Director of Public Utilities, Virginia Beach presented the Uranium Mining 

Study they are funding in reference to Probable Maximum Precipitation (PMP) storm and itôs possible effects on 

radioactive waste being washed into Kerr Lake and Lake Gaston. Details of the meeting can be seen at 

www.deq.state.va.us/vrrbac/ . 

Monthly Environment meetings are held the third Wednesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. at the Eatonôs Ferry 

Grocery and Grill on Hwy 903 south of the lake. Everyone is invited to participate. 

Contact them at Environment@LakeGastonAssoc.com  

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.lgwcc.org/
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Government Relations Committee 
Recently the Government Relations Committee completed the political forums held for Halifax, 

Northampton and Warren counties.  There was good participation by the various candidates for county and state 

offices and the attendees were able to hear the candidatesô positions on a broad range of issues.  Attendance at the 

forums was light, which was also reflected in the recent primary voting. 

Currently the committee is proceeding with requests to candidates for the U. S. Senate and House from North 

Carolina and the U. S. House from Virginia to speak at an LGA meeting.  Initial invitations have been sent and we 

are awaiting responses from the candidates about whether they will be available to speak at a regular LGA meeting. 

A future event being considered by the committee is to have a forum of Economic Development directors 

from each of the five counties.  Presently it appears that this may be scheduled for later this year. 

A new issue has come up that may require official participation by the LGA.  That issue involves a business 

request for a permit to open an Internet Café near the Food Lion at the lake.  The primary business to be conducted 

would be online gambling.  Since that type of business is not included in the zoning ordinance, the permit request 

was disapproved.  However, the businessman has requested a modification be made to the ordinance.   

Several LGA members are researching the status and legal position of all five counties and the states.  As 

more information on this issue becomes available, it will be transmitted in committee minutes and at regular 

meetings.  At present we are in the analysis mode, but we will be notifying the membership if official participation 

by the LGA is required.  In the meantime, for further information members can review: 

www.stuffaboutgames.com/internet-cafe-sweepstakes.html . See article ñInternet Sweepstakes Caf®ò in this issue. 

The Government Relations Committee meets the third Monday at 8:30 a.m. at the Eaton Ferry Grocery & 

Grill.  The public is invited to attend.   

Contact them at GovernmentRelations@LakeGastonAssoc.com.   

 

 

.   
Internet Sweepstakes Cafes 

Feeling Lucky? In the interest of keeping our members informed of possible changes to our Lake Gaston 

business landscape, we thought you would be interested in a relatively new business model that is sweeping the 

country, North Carolina, and quite possibly will soon come to our Lake, most likely at or near the Food Lion 

Shopping Center. These businesses are called Internet Sweepstakes Cafes.  

To avoid confusion, an ñInternet Caf®ò is a legitimate ñbusiness-typeò used by people who do not have 

access to the internet, do not have access to high-speed internet, students conducting internet research, and business 

people on travel. They are typically set up in restaurants, bookstores or coffee shops. Subway provides this service 

with Wi-Fi connectivity for instance in their lake restaurant. 

An Internet Sweepstakes Café, however, is a gambling establishment, currently legitimate in North Carolina, 

where operators set-up computer stations connected to gaming [gambling] software. Players purchase prepaid phone 

cards which are provided, again by the operator. Payoffs for winners are also provided by the operators. Although a 

North Carolina gaming statute required the state to be rid of video poker games by July 1, 2007, it appears a 

loophole in the law now allows this form of gaming.  

Due to crime and other concerns, a number of organizations such as the N.C. Sheriffs Association and The 

N.C. League of Municipalities are against the operation of Internet Sweepstakes Cafés. In addition, various N.C. 

counties and municipalities have initiated moratoriums on their operations until the state legislature votes on the 

issue .These include Northampton County (enactment pending a required public hearing) and the town of 

Elizabethtown, N.C.  

The Lake Gaston Association has not taken a position on Internet Sweepstakes Cafés, but of course we 

welcome feedback from the membership on the subject and will continue to keep you posted on this or any other 

issues affecting the lake area.  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stuffaboutgames.com/internet-cafe-sweepstakes.html
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Recent Septic Ordinance Survey Raised a Stir 
One of the concepts learned from the interaction with the Smith Mountain Lake Association was related to a 

septic tank inspection and servicing ordinance adopted by one of the three counties surrounding Smith Mountain 

Lake.  A second county is seriously looking at adopting the same requirements, but is concerned about the cost of 

implementation.  The third county (with about 10% of the shoreline) has shown little interest.   

As has been discussed in several venues in the last year, Lake Gaston is currently in pretty good shape from 

the standpoint of impairment.  As we have reported there is low-level impairment in eight creeks (four on the north 

and four on the south) that feed into the lake.  We also are aware that there is a warning regarding fish consumption 

due to external airborne sources.  Recently, a speaker indicated we are in the ñpre-crisisò stage.  This is the stage that 

would be best to stay in.  As a result, this committee is exploring methods to preserve the high quality of the lake 

system that we enjoy and can continue to enjoy by observing certain practices to protect the lake environment. 

A recent question to determine support for local requirements to have periodic septic inspections raised a stir.  

As with most things, there is a natural resistance to being required to do something that might be required or might 

be okay.  Itôs a question of waiting for the crisis or avoiding the crisis.  As long as you cannot notice anything wrong 

with your sanitary system, you would like to avoid expenses with it, but there are failures that can go undetected 

which can result in harmful seepage into the lake.  If it does not infect your pet or your family, it is likely not a point 

of concern. After all, what can one bad septic mean to the health of the lake?  What about 100 or a 1,000?   

We have reviewed the actions necessary to apply for grants.  There has been a review of additional 

information received from the Center for Watershed Protection augmenting the information received in early 

December.  We discussed various grant opportunities being considered and approaches for dealing with the multi-

state scope of work that we are interested in.  We did not have a grant application prepared in time for a  February 1, 

2010 submittal, but will double down to hit the next cycle including an application to the Virginia Environmental 

Endowment and the grants available through the NC Department of Environmental and Natural Resources.   

There was a review of actions to secure grants to accomplish the Lake Gaston water quality base-lining 

project.  With the financial limits placed on many of the grants available, it will be necessary to successfully petition 

for up to 5 grants to accomplish the complete activity.  We will be working to submit the grants through the Friends 

of the Lake Gaston Associations. 

The Planning and Development Committee continues to welcome anyone who wishes to participate and 

become involved with activities to identify planning and development standards around the lake that can preserve the 

mostly rural and environmentally sensitive state of the Lake Gaston area.  We need members who are prepared to get 

involved in research into the appropriate standards and involvement with the appropriate county officials, and to 

assist in grant applications.   

Monthly Planning and Development meetings are held the third Friday of the month at 8:30 a.m. at the 

Eatonôs Ferry Grocery and Grill on Hwy 903 south of the lake. Everyone is invited to participate. 

Contact them at PlanningandDevelopment@LakeGastonAssoc.com   

 

 

County FY 2010-2011 Budget Presentations in June 
The county budget schedules are drawing to a close. Your final chance to voice your opinions is coming up 

at the public hearings. Please check your countyôs schedule below. 

Weôve tried to encourage our members to attend and ask questions, give suggestions and voice their concerns 

at the earlier budget meetings. If you havenôt been able to join us thus far, please try and join us at the upcoming 

budget Public Hearings. The more the better.  

Brunswick County: Public Hearing June 2, 6:30 p.m.; Budget Adoption June 16, 6:30 p.m.  

Halifax County:  Public Hearing June 7, 9:30 a.m.; Budget Adoption June 21, 9:30 a.m.  

Northampton County: Third budget work session is Monday, June 7 at 10 a.m. Public Hearing date/time will be set 

at that meeting.  

Mecklenburg County: Public Hearing and Adoption ï not available at press time 

Warren County:  Public Hearing June 14, 6:30 p.m.; Budget Work Session June 17, 1 ï 4 p.m.; Budget Adoption 

June 22, 10 a.m.  

mailto:PlanningandDevelopment@LakeGastonAssoc.com
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 
Iôve decided that this year I want to get out on the lake and take part in some of the interesting projects that 

the LGAôs Environment Committee is involved with. Iôve been to many of the training sessions but have yet to get 

out on the lake collecting the data ï 2010 will see me there for sure. Look for the display at our Annual meeting 

showing photos of LGAôs volunteers assisting Dr. Mike Smart of the US Army Corp of Engineers (USACOE) at the 

end of May.  

We will again be assisting North Carolina State University with their Lake Gaston Aquatic Weed Survey ï a 

survey which began in the Fall of 2007 and this will be our fourth year of working with them. The goal is to survey 

the entire lake this year. It wouldnôt be possible to do these surveys without the help of our members and we are very 

grateful to all that you do.  

However, to survey the entire lake this year, we are going to need more of you to help ï thatôs why Iôm 

motivated to get involved ï at last! If you miss a training session, you can learn on the job. Bruce Johnson will be 

this yearôs team leader of our Lake Environment Monitor volunteers. See the Environment Committee article in this 

issue for more details. 

At our annual meeting on June 12, we will also have a show-and-tell display of our involvement with the 

NCSU survey. Youôll see photos of the equipment that is used and some of the actual equipment; photos of members 

collecting data; maps of previous surveys, and live examples of aquatic plants that are of interest when conducting 

the survey. 

I donôt know why clicking on the email address info@lakegastonassoc.com didnôt work for some of our 

members when responding to the email septic system ordinance survey we sent out at the beginning of May. 

However, they were able to get their response back by clicking on the reply button and responding to my email 

address. All the responses we received went into the appropriate óNOô or óYESô folder. The óNOsô won by an 

overwhelming majority. More about why we asked the question is covered in the article óRecent septic system 

ordinance caused quite a stir.ô  

In future when we need quick feedback from our members on how you feel about a particular topic, we will 

have a óYESô / óNOô voting button on our website. We have nearly completed a redesign of our website where the 

voting button will reside. In the meantime, if another topic presents itself, we will use email again. 

 

               Moira 
 

 

 

Lake Gaston Annual Fireworks Display Saturday, July 3, 2010 
The Lake Gaston Annual Firework Display will be held Saturday, July 3, at dark, at Eaton Ferry Bridge. Itôs 

an event that draws boats from east and west of the bridge by the hundreds. And depending on your preference for 

the best spot, you may leave home early enough to be up by the bridge, or, if you are like some folks, you may want 

to watch from further back. Itôs definitely an experience ï watching the fireworks from a boat, and the amount of 

boats that turn out for the event.  

You may not realize that Longbridge Volunteer Fire Department organizes this event and that they rely on 

donations to fund the fireworks display. Donations can be made any time of the year. Checks should be mailed to 

Longbridge VFD, c/o  Roy Pierce, P.O. Box 133, Vaughan, NC 27586, memo: Fireworks. For more information you 

can contact Roy or Kendra Pierce at (252) 586-4332. 

 

LGA NEEDS YOU! 
Your Lake Gaston Association is in need of directors. To insure that the LGAôs work continues 

to preserve the quality of life that brought us to beautiful Lake Gaston, we need your expertise. 

Directors are currently needed in Brunswick, Halifax, Mecklenburg and Northampton counties. 

Contact Nomination chair Barbara Burgdoerfer at (434) at 636-0188 or email, 

Nominating@LakeGastonAssoc.com . 

 

mailto:info@lakegastonassoc.com
mailto:Nominating@LakeGastonAssoc.com
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Status of Reverse 911 or Code Red Emergency Systems in the Counties 
You may have heard about a new system that has been developed that would contact you in the event of a 

crisis or emergency.  It is called ñreverse 911ò or sometimes ñCode Redò.  All of the counties around the lake either 

have the system now or are working on it.  Most of these systems will be able to send the alert to your home phone 

(even if that is in Richmond or Cary) and to your e-mail address or cell phone.  Here is a status of the systems: 

 

Brunswick - Called ñBrunswick Alertò You must register to be included.  You can register on-line at 

www.brunswickalert.com or by calling the Sheriffôs office (434) 848-3133.   

 

Northampton - Called ñCode Redò Local phones are automatically enrolled.  To add cell phones or e-mail accounts 

use their web site at www.northamptonnc.com . 

 

Warren - Called ñCode Redò You must register to be included.  You can register on-line at 

www.warrencountync.com or by call (252) 257-3456. 

 

Halifax - They hope to start working on a system later this year. They presently can send emergency messages via 

text only to cell phones or e-mail.  Register on-line at www.halifaxnc911.com and scroll down to ñNixleò. 

 

Mecklenburg - Called ñCode Redò It is now on-line and citizens must register to be included by going to 

www.southhillfire.com , clicking on CodeRed and completing the form. Or call (434) 738-0029. 

 

LGAlert:  In view of the foregoing, the LGA has decided to do away with the phone tree portion of our LGAlert 

system. The lists of local contacts in our HOAs and subdivisions were nearly impossible to keep up to date, and there 

was no guarantee that our alerts would reach all those that could be affected by an emergency in a timely manner. 

These electronic systems are much faster, and provide the capability to receive emergency notifications about 

potential threats to our area no matter where the property owners live. We will, however, continue to provide email 

alerts to you on unique Lake Gaston situations such as expected high water conditions, and others that may not be 

covered by these county electronic systems.       

 
 

A Request from your Membership Team 
As you know we try to pack our bi-monthly Bulletins with information to keep you informed about what the 

LGA is doing on your behalf ï our last issue was 18 pages. But between Bulletins we rely on email to bring you 

additional information. A lot of that information would not be practical to put in the Bulletins, such as the county 

agendas and the attendee reports - we do appreciate the positive feedback we receive from you on those attendee 

reports. Most of our emails are short and contain time-sensitive information like the water level of Lake Gaston, or 

notices of upcoming meetings. 

Of our 1,391 household and business members, we have 325 who do not have an email address in their 

membership record. We realize that some of you do not have a computer and will never have one. However, if you 

do have a computer and are reluctant to share your email address with us, we ask you to reconsider. We promise you 

that we will treat your email address as confidential information, and that we probably send about 3 maybe 4 emails 

a month. The subject line always starts with LGA: and then the specific topic. If you donôt care for the topic, you can 

delete unseen.  

Your Membership Team thanks you for your loyal support and asks that when the opportunity presents itself, 

you encourage your friends and neighbors to join our organization. We are trying to make up for the 141 members 

who did not renew for this year, about 9% of our 2009 yearend total of 1,523. Last yearôs membership drive is still 

bringing in new members, and any help you can give us will be greatly appreciated. 

Monthly Membership meetings are held the second Friday of the month at 10 a.m. at the Eatonôs Ferry 

Grocery and Grill on Hwy 903 south of the lake. Everyone is invited to participate. 

Contact them at Membership@LakeGastonAssoc.com 
 

http://www.brunswickalert.com/
http://www.northamptonnc.com/
http://www.warrencountync.com/
http://www.halifaxnc911.com/
http://www.southhillfire.com/
mailto:Membership@LakeGastonAssoc.com
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US Coast Guard Auxiliary 2010 Training Dates 

 

  June 19, July 17, August 21 and September 18    
 

America's Boating Course is an eight hour course covering the basics of boating and is appropriate for 

youth as well as the adult boater.  Successful completion of this course satisfies the education requirement for youth 

14-16 to operate a Personal Watercraft (PWC) in both Virginia and North Carolina.  It also satisfies the boating 

safety training requirements for all of the other age groups. 

Remember: The Virginia law  has a phased in schedule for boater safety training certification.  All PWC 

Operators age 35 years or younger are required to have completed a state approved Boating Course and obtained a 

certificate of training effective July 1, 2010.   

The new North Carolina Law  requires persons operating a vessel (PWC or boat) propelled by a motor of 

10HP or greater in the state under the age of 26 complete a NASBLA approved boating education course and obtain 

a certificate of training effective May 1, 2010.  

The fee for the course is $30.  Preregistration and prepayment are required.   Courses are taught at the 

USCG Auxiliary Flotilla 93 Building, located at 252 River Road, 1/4 mile west of Route 46. All classes are on 

Saturday from 8:30am to 5:00pm, with the exam given at the end of class.  Please bring your lunch - none will be 

provided. It is a busy day - but rewarding.  

For more information on these classes, or to register, please contact the Lake Gaston Gazette-Observer, 378 

Lizard Creek Road, Littleton, NC 27850.  Phone (252) 586-2700, or E-mail news@lakegastongazette-observer.com  
 

 

On-line Courses & Classroom by NC Wildlife & VDGIF: 
For North Carolina Boating Safety course options go to www.ncwildlife.org/Apps/BoatingSafety/CourseSearch.asp 

  

For Virginia Boating Safety course options go to www.dgif.virginia.gov/boating/education/requirement/steps-to-

requirement.asp  

 
 

 

Marketing Team is Flying the LGA Flag 
Bill Lamonte, chair of our Marketing team, is making sure that the LGA is getting noticed. You will have 

seen our advertisement in the Lake Gaston Magazines, and local fundraising event programs. We were a sponsor at 

the Lake Gaston Chamberôs Battle of the BBQ on Memorial Day weekend, and there will be other events throughout 

the year that we will sponsor.  

By the time you receive this Bulletin you will have seen the first in a series of Information Kiosks that the 

Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce is installing in the Lake Gaston communities. Check out the kind of 

information you can expect to find in a kiosk at the Food Lion Shopping Center on Eaton Ferry Road. You will 

definitely see information on the Lake Gaston Association! 

All this exposure is Marketingôs way of trying to increase our membership to reach our near term goal of 

2,000 and long term goal of 5,000. Last year we finished at 1,523 ï 1,449 Households & 64 businesses ï this year 

weôre going to reach 2,000. A big challenge because we have to recover last yearôs loss of  9%. So between now and 

the end of the year we would need to bring in 609 new members! 

Come join the fun as we help take the LGA to new heights.  We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 

8:30 a.m. at the Eaton Ferry Grocery & Grill on Route 903. You donôt have to be a Marketing guru, just someone 

who wants to help and has about 5-10 hours a month to spare. 

Contact them at Marketing@LakeGastonAssoc.com 
 

 

 

mailto:news@lakegastongazette-observer.com
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Apps/BoatingSafety/CourseSearch.asp
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/boating/education/requirement/steps-to-requirement.asp
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/boating/education/requirement/steps-to-requirement.asp
mailto:Marketing@LakeGastonAssoc.com


 

Page 8                                              LAKE GASTON ASSOCIATION BULLETIN                                    June/July  2010 

 

 

Decent Cell Phone Coverage Survey Results ï A Work in Progress 
When our last Bulletin hit the presses we received another two responses, bringing the total responses to 78. 

Twenty-five members said they had Decent Cell phone Coverage, whereas 53 members said they didnôt. 

Nineteen of the YESs were Verizon cell phones, and 36 of the NOs were also Verizon cell phones. Also for 

the YESs we had 5 Alltell and 1 Tracfone. Also for the NOs we had 9 AT&T; 1 Tracfone; 2 Alltell; 1 Nextel; 2 

Sprint; 1 T-Mobile; and 1 US Cellular. 

If you compare the YESs and the NOs on the Northside vs the Southside of Lake Gaston you have é 

Northside: 8 YESs and 32 NOs. Southside: 17 YESs and 21 NOs. (Note: all 5 Alltell YESs were on the Southside). 

Regardless of the carrier living/using your cell phone on the Northside gives you a 1 in 5 chance of getting decent 

cell phone coverage. Whereas living/using your cell phone on the Southside gives you a 1 in 2 chance of getting 

decent cell phone coverage. 

While the information we gleaned from the survey is interesting, it didnôt reveal a carrier that seemed to offer 

the reliable coverage we are all looking for. 

However, we do have some news to share that hopefully will make a difference to cell phone coverage on 

Lake Gaston. At the May meeting of the Halifax County Board of Adjustments, a permit was granted to US Cellular 

to put up a tower on the south side of Lake Gaston at Fleming Dairy Farm. We understand that it will be erected and 

operational within the next three months and the signal will cover the entire lake.  

At press time, it was not possible to have ascertained whether non-US Cellular cell phone users will benefit 

from the new tower. As we get more details of this tower, or any other new towers we will email our members, and 

then put the information in the next Bulletin as well. 

Again, our thanks to all our members who responded to our óDecent Cell Phone Coverage ï Yes or No ï 

Surveyô in our February/March 2010 Bulletin. 

 

 

Why is Lake Gaston Higher Than Usual This Year 
The lake was a little higher than normal earlier this year due to excessive rain and inflows into Kerr Lake. 

Water levels in Lake Gaston were kept below 201 feet, but were close to that level several times throughout the 

spring.  

As Kerr was releasing higher than normal amounts of water, Lake Gaston was used to hold the water to 

prevent excessive flooding downstream.  

We expect levels will stay near normal going forward, but as always that depends on generation 

requirements at both dams, rain fall, river spawning requirements, etc. Per our agreement, Dominion will notify the 

LGA and we will notify our members if levels are expected to go over 201 feet. Please visit our web site at 

www.lakegastonassoc.com , scroll down on our home page to Current Daily Water Levels for all Lake Reservoirs 

and press Click Here to get the daily levels of area lakes. 

Donôt forget to keep boats and other items securely tied down at your docks, as high winds and even 200 foot 

water levels may be enough to blow or float items away. A boat in a lift is not secure unless it is tied. 
 

 
 

http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/
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Re-clarification of New Boating Education Laws 
Here are the general guidelines on enforcement of the boating education laws for both NC and VA as 

verified with North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission Enforcement and Virginia Department of Game and 

Inland Fisheries Conservation Police.  There will naturally be individual questions/situations too varied to address in 

any one communication. Please refer those to the appropriate enforcement organization. First the easy stuff. 

Letôs say you are a VA resident, and your vessel is registered in VA.  When you are stopped by the 

Conservation Police (old Game Wardens) in either state, you will be expected to be in compliance with VA boating 

education laws.  For this year (July 1st 2010), if your vessel is a PWC (jet ski), and you are 35 years of age or 

younger, you must have taken a boater education course.  Next year motorboat operators 20 or younger will be 

added and everyone will be covered by 2016. 

OK, now you are a NC resident, and your vessel is registered in NC.  When you are stopped by the 

Conservation Police in either state, you will be expected to be in compliance with NC boating education laws.  On or 

after May 1, 2010 if your vessel is a PWC or motorboat propelled by a motor 10 HP or greater, and you are under the 

age of 26, you must have taken a NASBLA approved boating education course.  

Here is where it gets complicated.  Letôs say you are one of those people from VA that bought a summer 

house on the NC side of the lake, and keep your boat there in your boathouse, and registered your boat in NC.  Now 

when you get stopped in VA you will be expected to be in compliance with NC boating education laws because your 

boat is registered there, and when stopped in NC, you will be expected to be in compliance with VA boating 

education laws because you are a resident of VA.  For NC guys that buy in VA and register their boat in VA, It is the 

other way around.  When stopped in VA you must be in compliance with VA laws because your boat is registered 

there, and when stopped in NC, you must be in compliance with NC laws because you are a resident of NC. 

The reason for this is that VA bases its enforcement on where the vessel is registered as well as where the 

operator resides.  They feel that if you register your vessel in VA you come under their laws along with the residents 

of the state.  NC bases its enforcement on where the operator resides not where the vessel is registered.  They feel 

that if you are from NC you come under their laws regardless of what vessel you are operating.   

If you have guests down from some state other than VA or NC, they should be in compliance with any 

boating education laws of their state. 

If you are one of those people that have mixed your NC or VA residence with your boat registration from the 

other state, we highly recommend you take an approved course.  The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary course held 

monthly here at Lake Gaston satisfies the requirement for both North Carolina and Virginia. Even if you have been 

boating for years, you will learn something you didnôt know, guaranteed. See the article in this Bulletin for the 

Auxiliary course. 

Monthly Public Safety Committee meetings are held the second Friday of each month at 8:30 a.m. at the 

EFG&G.  Everyone is invited to participate.  

Contact them at Safety@LakeGastonAssoc.com 

 

 

mailto:Safety@LakeGastonAssoc.com
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Calendar notes é 
June 2 ï Lake Gaston Striper Club, 6:30 p.m. Littleton Community Center, (252) 537-6686 

June 3 ï Affair at the Square at Market Square, 6:30 ï 9:30 p.m. South Hill, (434) 447-4547 

June 8 - Lake Gaston Computer Club, 1 p.m., Littleton Community Center (252) 537-7091 

June 10  ï Eatons Ferry Road AARP 6 p.m. Littleton Community Center (252) 586-4434 

June 11,12,18,19,20 ï ñGlorious,ò 8 p.m. Lakeland Theater Company, Littleton (252) 586-3124 

June 12 ï LGA Annual Meeting, 9:30 a.m. Lake Gaston Baptist Church (252) 586-6577 

June 18 ï American Legion Post 308 Spaghetti Dinner at 5 ï 7 p.m. Hwy 903, Littleton (252) 586-3268 

June 20 ï ñJessie & Lucy,ò 8 p.m., Roanoke Rapids Theater, (252) 538-4020 

June 26 ï Lakeland Singers Spring Concert, 8 p.m. Littleton (252) 586-3124 

June 30 ï  Lake Gaston Water Safety Council, 6 p.m.social/6:30 p.m. dinner, Kennon House, Gasburg (252) 586-4705 

July 2 ï Annual Picnic in the Park, 6:30 ï 10 p.m. Parker Park South Hill (434) 447-4547 

July 3 ï Lake Gaston Annual Fireworks display, at dark, Eaton Ferry Bridge (252) 532-6523 

July 4 ï Annual Independence Day Boat Parade, 10:30 a.m. mile marker 17, (252) 257-1807 

July 7 - LGA monthly meeting at 9:30 a.m., Lake Gaston Baptist Church (252) 586-6577 

July 7 ï Lake Gaston Striper Club, 6:30 p.m. Littleton Community Center, (252) 537-6686 

July 8  ï Eatons Ferry Road AARP 6 p.m. Littleton Community Center (252) 586-4434 

July 13 - Lake Gaston Computer Club, 1 p.m., Littleton Community Center (252) 537-7091 

July 16 ï Ridgeway Cantalope Festival , 10 ï 4 p.m., Ridgeway (252) 257-2657 

July 16,17,18,23,24  ï ñThe Music Man, Jr.ò, Lakeland Theater Company, Littleton (252) 586-3124 

July 23  ï American Legion Post 308 Spaghetti Dinner at 5 ï 7 p.m. Hwy 903, Littleton (252) 586-3268 

July 28 ï  Lake Gaston Water Safety Council, 6 p.m.social/6:30 p.m. dinner, Kennon House, Gasburg (252) 586-4705 

August 11 ï Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce Annual Golf Tournament, (252) 586-5711 

August 14 ï The Crossing, Lake Gaston, (252) 586-5711 

September 3,4 ï Littleton/Lake Gaston Festival, Littleton, NC (252) 586-5959 

 

www.lakegastonchamber.com     www.warren-chamber.org       www.northamptonchamber.org   

  www.visithalifax.com      www.southhillchamber.com      www.brunswickchamber.com   

 

(Put cursor on website & press CTRL + click to follow link) 

 

 

 

LGA Monthly Committee Meetings: 
Committee Meeting Day  Time Location 

Public Safety 2nd Friday  8:30 am Eaton Ferry Grocery & Grill ** 

Membership 2nd Friday 10:00 am Eaton Ferry Grocery & Grill ** 

Government Relations 3rd Monday  8:30 am Eaton Ferry Grocery & Grill ** 

Environment 3rd Wednesday  8:30 am Eaton Ferry Grocery & Grill ** 

Marketing 3rd Thursday  8:30 am Eaton Ferry Grocery & Grill ** 

Planning & Development 3rd Friday  8:30 am Eaton Ferry Grocery & Grill ** 

 

** Eaton Ferry Grocery & Grill is located on Rt. 903, 1.5 miles south of Eaton Ferry Bridge, Littleton, NC 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lakegastonchamber.com/
http://www.warren-chamber.org/
http://www.northamptonchamber.org/
http://www.visithalifax.com/
http://www.southhillchamber.com/
http://www.brunswickchamber.com/
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 Business Members 
Visit their websites at www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm 

 
     

 

http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm
http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm
http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm
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Business Members Continued é 
Visit their websites at www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm 

 

 

http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm
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Business Members Continued é 
Visit their websites at www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm    

 

 
              
      
 

http://www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm
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Business Members Continued é 
Visit their websites at www.lakegastonassoc.com/Membership/Businesses.htm    
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